The Mark W 1lsm
Diamond BRilliard League

GOAL: Improve The Image of The Sport

Ifyou gotoagolftournament....then go to apool tournament...either amateur or pro...you see two different
sets of people. Attherisk ofbeing called politically incorrect, you see trailer trash at the pool
tournament...and you see good upstanding middle to upper class people in the golf gallery. Why? What
causes this? What can we do about it?

I'suggestone HUGE reason why pool is dominated by that class of people is THE PLACE where pool is
promoted. The BAR. Itseems like every bar has a table or two. Itisused to sell alcohol. Itis where
mostpool leagueis played. The bar ownerhas ZERO interest in the sport. He simply wants his til to fill.
League operators help him sell alcohol by running leagues which give the bar owner business on potentially
slow week nights. Itseems like awin win. And, itis. Butmore accurately itisawin win lose. The league
operator wins. The bar wins. The sport loses. New rules are invented to appease bar customers who do
notknow real poolrules. Handicapping (anecessary evil)isridiculously bad. And sandbagging prevails.
No...itdominates. The existing bar league system creates, promotes and encourages sandbagging. Evenif
they work againstit. The problemis....aslongasleagueis atravel league, where players travel from bar to
bareach week....you will never stop sandbagging. Andasaresult....those who are genuinely interested in
the sporthaveachoice. Jointhe sandbaggers...or give up the game. Mostlove the game...refuseto give it
up...so the option they choose is to 'work' their handicap justlike everyone else does. And we getinto this
recurring cycle of doom. The players interestis NOT in getting better...but managing their handicap better.
Asaresult...the sport suffers.

The image of the pool playeris atan all time low. The image ofthe game is as bad as I've seen in my
lifetime. Itis viewed as adeceitful sport. Can youimagine two pool players posting their scores honestly
like golfersdo? OHMY.

My daugher played soccer. Started for4 years in college. I never played soccer. I knew nothing about it.
But, because of her interest in the game, I learned. To become interested I did not have to 'hold my nose'
when I talked with other soccer enthusiats. The soccer crowd was acrowd worthy of my participation.
Whatif....you were Joe Average American...and your son/daughter showed an ability inpool. Where
would youtake them? There simply isn'tany reasonable place to take them...without exposing themto an

element thatkills our sport. Which brings metomyidea.... The Billiard Room Must Save The Sport. How?



Wesaveitby forminga BILLIARD ROOM ONLY poolleague....thatis only played inrooms that are
approved. Tobe approved your room has to pass certain qualifications. We can discuss the rest ofthose
later. But...fromaplaying standpoint.. THE MAIN QUALIFICATIONIS....They musthave Diamond
Tables.

Whatwould happenif...

We got 5 rooms in 50 states (on average) to join a Billiard Room Only Pool League. That's 250 rooms
Ifeach ofthose rooms had to have Diamond Tables to join the league.

Ifeach room got 20 teams. That's 5000 teams

Ifeach team paid $50/week to play

Ifeach session lasted 15 weeks.

Ifthe room owner got $10 of that $50 for green fees.

Ifthe Diamond Billiard League got $10 ofthat $50 for anational event.

Ifthelocal inhouse league got $30 of that $50 for their in house league payouts and qualifiers

Ifthe players paid a $20 membership fee each session.

Hereisthe math....

250 locations X 20 teams each = 5000 teams

5000 teams X $10/week to Diamond Billiard League =$50,000/wk
$50,000/wk X 15 weeks =$750,000 prize money

Hereis asample pay out ofthe prize money....

FIRSTEVENT: Team Championship

Eachlocation plays down to a winner that goes to the state final.

Each state plays down to a winner.
50teams advance to anational tournament.

Ist $100,000
2nd $50,000
3rd $30,000
4th $20,000

5th/6th ~ $10,000 ea ($20,000)

7th/8th  $5000 ea ($10,000)

9-12 $3000 ea ($12000)

13-16 $2000 ea ($8000)

17-50 (these teams and the above have already won at least $2000 by winning their inhouse league that

qualified them forthisevent
$250,000 TOTAL



SECOND EVENT: All Star Tournament

Eachlocation picks an AllStar team of those who had the highest winning percentage of all the players
intheirleague. A 5 manteam AllStar eventthat pays as follows

Ist $100,000
2nd $50,000
3rd $30,000
4th $20,000

5th-6h $10,000 ea ($20,000)
7th-8th  $5000 ea ($10,000)

9-12 $3000 ea ($12000)
13-16 $2000 ea ($8000)
$250,000

This eventis designed to encourage people to get better....to qualify forthe AllStar event
THIRD EVENT: OPENTO ALL WHO HAVE PLAYED IN THE LEAGUE

A Tornament of 7's (HCP): $60,000 in prize money
A tournament of6's: $50,000
A tournament of 5's: $40,000
A tournament of4's: $30,000
A tournament of 3's: $20,000

A tiered prize scale to encourage players to get better. The better they get the more money they getto play
for.

Dress code enforced
HeldinBilliard Roomsnothotels

Allofthis3 TIMESPER YEAR

Abilliard room only league run by and for people who have invested in the sport...not the corner bar who
has little tono interest in the game.

Thatkind of prize money will attractimmediate success.
Diamond will sell tables to rooms who wantto be a part of this.



